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Dear Dr Efendi: 
 
Manuscript ID WKR0-2018-09-0952 entitled "HIV-related knowledge level among 
Indonesian Females between 15 years and 49 years of age" which you submitted to the 
African Health Sciences, has been reviewed.  The comments of the reviewer(s) are 
included at the bottom of this letter. 
 
The reviewer(s) have recommended publication, but also suggest some revisions to 
your manuscript.  Therefore, I invite you to respond to the reviewer(s)' comments and 
revise your manuscript. 
 
To revise your manuscript, log into https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/mums-ahs and 
enter your Author Center, where you will find your manuscript title listed under 
"Manuscripts with Decisions."  Under "Actions," click on "Create a Revision."  Your 
manuscript number has been appended to denote a revision. 
 
You will be unable to make your revisions on the originally submitted version of the 
manuscript.  Instead, revise your manuscript using a word processing program and 
save it on your computer.  Please also highlight the changes to your manuscript within 
the document by using the track changes mode in MS Word or by using bold or colored 
text.Once the revised manuscript is prepared, you can upload it and submit it through 
your Author Center. 
 
When submitting your revised manuscript, you will be able to respond to the comments 
made by the reviewer(s) in the space provided.  You can use this space to document 
any changes you make to the original manuscript.  In order to expedite the processing 
of the revised manuscript, please be as specific as possible in your response to the 
reviewer(s). 
 
IMPORTANT:  Your original files are available to you when you upload your revised 
manuscript.  Please delete any redundant files before completing the submission. 
 
Because we are trying to facilitate timely publication of manuscripts submitted to the 
African Health Sciences, your revised manuscript should be uploaded as soon as 
possible.  If it is not possible for you to submit your revision in a reasonable amount of 
time, we may have to consider your paper as a new submission. 
 
Once again, thank you for submitting your manuscript to the African Health Sciences 
and I look forward to receiving your revision. 
 
Sincerely, 
Editor-in-Chief, African Health Sciences 
 
Reviewer(s)' Comments to Author: 
Reviewer: 1 
 
Comments to the Author 
This is a good research problem and can be published in this journal, however, not in 
this current form. The overall writing needs to be proof-read and please concentrate on 




- If possible, please replace the “Females” by “women”. Although there are 
controversies on their usage, “women” makes more sense to the reader. 
- The authors need to cite the references with one consistent style. For instance, some 
citations are there with one space and some are with two spaces. 
- Please use “em” dash instead of short dash while mentioning ranges, e.g. “15—49”, 
CI: 1.01—1.26, etc. 
- Please correct the English writing, for instance, “The different results in this study 
might associated …”, in discussion para 3. Discussion para 4, “In the predominate 
Indonesian culture, discussed about sexual health or responsible sexual activity re 
taboo 
topics, especially for single and unmarried females.”. Discussion para 5, “These findings 
highlight inequality in infrastructure development to help people easily able access 
information”, some other places as well like “However, our study was a national survey 
with has large sample size that allowed to generalize to all females aged 15-39 years 




Title: either it should have first letter capital (except for preposition, conjunction, etc.) or 
all lower case. 
 
Abstract needs to edited: the background should be more informative 
 
Introduction: 
- first para “PLWHA” is not stated before 
- second para, “Females are a highly vulnerable population for HIV-infection, influenced 
by 
biological, cultural, social and economic factors 5”, some reference from Indonesia 
needs to be cited here. 
- Third para, “Factors associated …” the rural urban mentioning can be removed from 
here. More details can be given in data section. For this line, “However, there is a 
paucity of information focusing females ‘knowledge …”, there is a broken quotation. 
 
Methods: 
- Please check whether there is a natural two-level variation, since the census block are 
nested under the provinces. If yes, in that case, multi-level logistic regression would be 
more appropriate. 
- Para 4, while mentioning the categories using one way throughout the paper. For 
example, marital status (“Married”, “Unmarried”), similarly for others. 
 
Results: 
- First para, please fix the broken line without period (.). 
- Third para, “The logistic regression analysis found that …” the categories of variables 
are already explained in Methods section. Please remove mentioning categories here. 
Instead, discussion with those categories might take place here. 
- Please explain why two columns of OR, CI, p-values are presented. 
 
Discussion: 
- Please write the full form of PMTCT again, which will make it easier for the readers to 
recall. 
- Please add more justfication of the results on the basis of Indonesian popultation and 
culture and cite relevant papers that focused Indonesian population. 
 
References: 
- Please check that some of the second author names are not properly written in the 
reference. 
- Please use one consistent style for the reference. 
 
 
Ms. Ref. No.:  WKR0-2018-09-0952 
Title: HIV-related knowledge level among Indonesian Females between 15 years and 49 
years of age 
 
African Health Sciences 
Editor-in-Chief: Dr James Tumwine 
 
Dear Dr. Tumwine,  
 We appreciate your positive comments and valuable suggestions to our manuscript. We have 
revised our manuscript according to reviewer’s suggestions. Our responses highlighted with red colour 
and explain the changes as noted below: 
Response to the reviewer comments 
Comment Response 
If possible, please replace the “Females” by 
“women”. Although there are controversies 
on their usage, “women” makes more sense 
to the reader 
Thank you for your suggestion. We have 
revised female to women in all the text.  
The authors need to cite the references with 
one consistent style. For instance, some 
citations are there with one space and some 
are with two spaces.  
 
Thank you for your correction. We have 
revised references in the text with one 
space. 
Please use “em” dash instead of short dash 
while mentioning ranges, e.g. “15—49”, CI: 
1.01—1.26, etc. 
 
Thank you for your correction. We have 
revised and used “em” dash to mention 
ranges. 
Please correct the English writing, for 
instance, “The different results in this study 
Thank you for your correction. We have 
revised some English writing as follows: 
might associated …”, in discussion para 3. 
Discussion para 4, “In the predominate 
Indonesian culture, discussed about sexual 
health or responsible sexual activity re taboo 
topics, especially for single and unmarried 
females.”. Discussion para 5, “These 
findings highlight inequality in 
infrastructure development to help people 
easily able access information”, some other 
places as well like “However, our study was 
a national survey with has large sample size 
that allowed to generalize to all females 
aged 15-39 years old in Indonesia 
(Discussion last para). 
 
• “The different results in this study might 
be due to different …” Please refer to 
the discussion para 3, page 8. 
• “In the pre-dominate Indonesian culture, 
discussed about sexual health or 
responsible sexual activity are taboo 
topics, especially for single and 
unmarried women”. Please refer to the 
discussion para 3, page 8. 
• “These findings highlight inequality in 
infrastructure development to help 
people easily able to access information” 
Please refer to the discussion para 4, 
page 9. 
• “However, our study was a national 
survey with a large sample size that 
allowed to generalize to all women aged 
15-39 years old in Indonesia.” Please 
refer to the discussion last para, page 10. 
Title: either it should have first letter capital 
(except for preposition, conjunction, etc.) or 
all lower case. 
 
Thank you for your suggestion. We have 
revised out title using first letter capital  
Abstract needs to edited: the background 
should be more informative 
 
Thank you for your suggestion. We have 
added some information in the 
background.” Inadequate knowledge about 
the risk for exposure to HIV will impact the 
prevention and treatment of HIV.” Please 
refer to the abstract section page 2. 
Introduction 
first para “PLWHA” is not stated before 
 
Thank you for your correction. Actually, it 
should be only PLWH, so we delete a word 
“A”. Please refer to the page 3 in the 
introduction part. 
second para, “Females are a highly 
vulnerable population for HIV-infection, 
influenced by 
biological, cultural, social and economic 
factors 5”, some reference from Indonesia 
needs to be cited here. 
 
Thank you for your suggestion. We have 
added a reference from Indonesia. Please 
refer to the page 3 in in the introduction 
hird para, “Factors associated …” the rural 
urban mentioning can be removed from 
here. More details can be given in data 
section. For this line, “However, there is a 
Thank you for your comment. We have 
remove the world “rural and urban”, only 
put place of residence.  
paucity of information focusing females 
‘knowledge …”, there is a broken quotation. 
 
We also add quotation “there is a paucity of 
information focusing on women’s 
knowledge level…” 
Please refer to the page 3 in the introduction 
section. 
Methods 
Please check whether there is a natural two-
level variation, since the census block are 
nested under the provinces. If yes, in that 
case, multi-level logistic regression would 
be more appropriate.  
 
Thank you for your comment. Yes it is a 
natural two level variance. However, it is 
difficult to use multi-level logistic since raw 
data did not have data for specific 
provinces. 
Para 4, while mentioning the categories 
using one way throughout the paper. For 
example, marital status (“Married”, 
“Unmarried”), similarly for others. 
 
Thank you for your correction. We have 
revised the categories for marital status 
(unmarried, married). Page 5 
First para, please fix the broken line without 
period (.). 
 
Thank you for your correction. We have fix 
the broken line with (.). Page 6 
Third para, “The logistic regression analysis 
found that …” the categories of variables 
are already explained in Methods section. 
Thank you for your suggestion. We have 
remove the categorical for each independent 
variable as follows: 
Please remove mentioning categories here. 
Instead, discussion with those categories 
might take place here. 
 
The logistic regression analysis found that 
age, marital status, place of residence, 
education level, socioeconomic status, and 
access to information …”. 
Please refer to the page 7 
Please explain why two columns of OR, CI, 
p-values are presented. 
Thank you for your comment. We have 
revised and put OR and CI in one column 
and used a symbol (*) to indicated a 
significance. Please refer to the Table 4 in 
page 17 
Please write the full form of PMTCT again, 
which will make it easier for the readers to 
recall. 
Thank you for your correction. We have 
added the full name of PMTCT.”… 
Insufficient knowledge of HIV prevention, 
HIV transmission, and prevention mother to 
child transmission (PMTCT)..). Please refer 
to the page 7 in discussion part. 
Please add more justfication of the results 
on the basis of Indonesian popultation and 
culture and cite relevant papers that focused 
Indonesian population. 
 
Thank you for your suggestion.  We have 
cited relevant papers which mostly from 
Indonesia. 
Please check that some of the second author 
names are not properly written in the 
reference. 
Thank you for your comment we have re-
checked and fixed it. Please refer to the 
reference part. 
Please use one consistent style for the 
reference. 
 
Thank you for your comment we have re-
checked and fixed it. Please refer to the 
reference part. 
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Dear Dr Efendi: 
 
Your manuscript entitled "HIV-related knowledge level among Indonesian women between 15 
years and 49 years of age" has been successfully submitted online and is presently being given 
full consideration for publication in the African Health Sciences. 
 
Your manuscript ID is WKR0-2018-09-0952.R1. 
 
Please mention the above manuscript ID in all future correspondence or when calling the office 
for questions. If there are any changes in your street address or e-mail address, please log in to 
Manuscript Central at https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/mums-ahs and edit your user 
information as appropriate. 
 
You can also view the status of your manuscript at any time by checking your Author Center 
after logging in to https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/mums-ahs. 
 
Thank you for submitting your manuscript to the African Health Sciences. 
 
Sincerely, 
African Health Sciences Editorial Office 
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Dear Dr Efendi: 
 
Manuscript ID WKR0-2018-09-0952.R1 entitled "HIV-related knowledge level among Indonesian 
women between 15 years and 49 years of age" which you submitted to the African Health 
Sciences, has been reviewed.  The comments of the reviewer(s) are included at the bottom of 
this letter. 
 
The reviewer(s) have recommended publication, but also suggest some minor revisions to your 
manuscript.  Therefore, I invite you to respond to the reviewer(s)' comments and revise your 
manuscript. 
 
To revise your manuscript, log into https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/mums-ahs and enter your 
Author Center, where you will find your manuscript title listed under "Manuscripts with 
Decisions."  Under "Actions," click on "Create a Revision."  Your manuscript number has been 
appended to denote a revision. 
 
You will be unable to make your revisions on the originally submitted version of the 
manuscript.  Instead, revise your manuscript using a word processing program and save it on 
your computer.  Please also highlight the changes to your manuscript within the document by 
using the track changes mode in MS Word or by using bold or colored text. 
 
Once the revised manuscript is prepared, you can upload it and submit it through your Author 
Center. 
 
When submitting your revised manuscript, you will be able to respond to the comments made by 
the reviewer(s) in the space provided.  You can use this space to document any changes you 
make to the original manuscript.  In order to expedite the processing of the revised manuscript, 
please be as specific as possible in your response to the reviewer(s). 
 
IMPORTANT:  Your original files are available to you when you upload your revised 
manuscript.  Please delete any redundant files before completing the submission. 
 
Because we are trying to facilitate timely publication of manuscripts submitted to the African 
Health Sciences, your revised manuscript should be uploaded as soon as possible.  If it is not 
possible for you to submit your revision in a reasonable amount of time, we may have to 
consider your paper as a new submission. 
 
Once again, thank you for submitting your manuscript to the African Health Sciences and I look 
forward to receiving your revision. 
 
Sincerely, 
Professor James Tumwine 
Editor-in-Chief, African Health Sciences 
kabaleimc@gmail.com 
 
Reviewer(s)' Comments to Author: 
Reviewer: 1 
 
Comments to the Author 
Comments from reviewer. 
Abstract 
1.      Methods: This was a secondary analyzed of the Indonesia Demographic and Health 
Survey in 2012. 
Should read:  This was a second analysis of the Indonesia Demographic and Health Survey in 
2012. 
2.      Results: Of women in Indonesia between the ages of 15 and 49 years of age more than 
half (53.6%) had high score of HIV-related knowledge. 
Should read: The percentage of women in Indonesia between the ages of 15 and 49 years of 
age, more than half (53.6%) had high score of HIV-related knowledge. 
3.      Married women, living in rural area, with a lower level of education level reported having 
limited or no access to HIV related information; thus, had a correspondingly lower knowledge 
level of HIV. 
    Should read: Married women, living in rural area, with a lower level of education, reported to 
have limited or no access to HIV related information; thus, had a correspondingly lower 
knowledge level of HIV. 
Methods 
4.      Paragraph 2, the last sentence is not complete. 
5.      Paragraph 4; you need to elaborate how you came up with these age ranges. 
6.      There is need to define marriage in Indonesian culture or norms so that we get a full sense 
of this demograph. 
 
Results 
7.      Paragraph 2: In respect understanding HIV mode of transmission, most responded 
correctly to these items. 
Should read: With respect to understanding the HIV mode of transmission, most women gave a 
correct response. 
 
8.      Discussion 
For all the findings, please place more emphasis on Indonesian women before you compare 
your findings with published data elsewhere. If other ‘’social data’’ has been published about 
Indonesian community particularly women, put more emphasis on that. This because of the 
different cultures, behavioral differences, and other social factors. 
             For example paragraph two: This study showed that Indonesian women from 30 to 34 
years of 
             age had better knowledge compared to other age groups. As the person matures, the 
individual is 
            more likely to be exposed to additional accurate health-related information, which should 
also 
            increase knowledge level and awareness13. This is true for Indonesian women? The 
discussion            
could rotate around if they have high education background and therefore can accurately read 
and understand written information like newspapers, magazines etc, or they have a high 
economic status that they can afford to buy a television set and watch any educational 
programme that is aired. What want to see the knowledge level of these women and how this 
contributes to HIV prevention, transmission, infection control in the discussion since this was 
your problem statement. 
Please cite papers that are close to our study population as possible for the obvious reasons 
like culture, environment etc. 
 
Conclusion 
Since these observations were not statistically significant, the conclusion should be in a 
suggestive way 
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Dear Dr Efendi: 
 
It is a pleasure to accept your manuscript entitled "HIV-related knowledge level among 
Indonesian women between 15 years and 49 years of age" in its current form for publication in 
the African Health Sciences.  The comments of the reviewer(s) who reviewed your manuscript 
are included at the foot of this letter. 
 
Thank you for your fine contribution.  On behalf of the Editors of the African Health Sciences, we 
look forward to your continued contributions to the Journal. 
 
Sincerely, 
Professor James Tumwine 
Editor-in-Chief, African Health Sciences 
kabaleimc@gmail.com 
 
Reviewer(s)' Comments to Author: 
Reviewer: 1 
 
Comments to the Author 
(There are no comments.) 
 
ferry efendi <ferry-e@fkp.unair.ac.id> 
 









Dear Prof  James Tumwine 
Editor-in-Chief, African Health Sciences  
 
Hope this email finds you well, I would like to request the status of our accepted 




Ferry Efendi, S.Kep.Ns., MSc., PhD 
Center for Journals Development and Scientific Publications, Universitas Airlangga, Indonesia 
Faculty of Nursing, Universitas Airlangga, Indonesia 
Profile of Scopus 
Profile Web of Science Clarivate Analytics 
Profile Science and Technology Index of Indonesia (SINTA) 
View my recent papers here: 
Efendi F, Kurniati A, Gunawan J, Bushy A. (2019). A Concept Analysis of Nurse Retention. 
Nursing & Health Sciences. (Scopus Q1 indexed Journal), (WoS indexed journal IF=1.237) 
 
 
Prof. James Tumwine <kabaleimc@gmail.com> 
 










Thanks. I am asking Dr. Gloria to handle this and let you know 
-- 
James K Tumwine 
Professor, Paediatrics and Child Health 
School of Medicine, College of Health Sciences, Makerere University, at Mulago Hospital, 
Kampala, Uganda 
Phone:  +256 414 531875 







gloria kaudha <gloharia@gmail.com> 
 











Your manuscript is lined up for our March 2020 issue. 
 




Gloria Kaudha MD 
Copy editor 
African Health Sciences 
 
